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SUBJECT: EC PROPOSAL FOR MINIMUM IMPORT PRICES ON PROCESSED 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES (MIP) 

REF: STATE 264017 

1. EMBASSY APPROACHED APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL IN FONMIN 
(APPROPRIATE AGMIN MAN NOT AVAILABLE) AND ON DECEMBER 6 
REITERATED U.S. OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSED MIPS FOR PROCESSED 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL (JANNSEN) 

TOOK CAREFUL NOTE BUT REMARKED THAT, AT ANY RATE, HE DOUBTED 
A DECISION ON THESE MIPS WOULD BE REACHED AT THE EC 
AGMINISTERS MEETING ON DECEMBER 9-10. HE THOUGHT THIS TRUE 
DESPITE THE FACT THE FOREIGN MINISTERS WERE URGING A 
■SETTLF.MF.NT OF THIS QUESTION SO THEY COULD MOVE AHEAD ON A 
MEDITERRANEAN POLICY AGREEMENT. 
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2. IN GIVING BACKGROUND TO THE MEETING ON DECEMBER 
9-10, JANNSEN NOTED THAT THREE ITEMS ON PROCESSED FRUIT/ 
VEGETABLE MIPS WILL BE DISCUSSED: (A) THE FRENCH AND 
ITALIAN EFFORT TO TAKE A VERY STRICT INTERPRETATION OF 
THE LIBERALIZATION PRINCIPLE AGREED IN THE COMPROMISE 
OF JUNE, 1973 (IYTXYI; (B) A GERMAN PROPOSAL TO 

PUT A CEILING ON THE SUBSIDY TO BE GRANTED TO CANNED 
PINEAPPLE FROM MARTINIQUE AND; (C) THE WORDING OF THE 
"ESCAPE CLAUSE" FOR THE MIPS ON THESE PRODUCTS. 

3. ON THE COMMISSION'S LIST OF "SENSITIVE" PRODUCTS, 

JANNSEN PUT TOMATO PUREE, TOMATOES WITHOUT SKINS, 
TOMATO JUICE, CONCENTRATED LEMON JUICE, CANNED PEACHES, 
AND ORANGE JUICE (CONCENTRATED OR NOT). IN ADDITION, 

THE FRENCH ARE SEEKING, ACCORDING TO JANNSEN, TO 
RETAIN "NATIONAL" QUANTITATIVE CONTROLS ON CANNED 
APRICOTS, PEARS AND PLUMS. THE ITALIANS WANT ALL EC 
COUNTRIES TO RETAIN "NATIONAL" QUANTITATIVE CONTROLS 
ON ALL CITRUS JUICES FOR FROM THREE TO FIVE MORE YEARS. 
JANNSEN WARNED THAT IF THE FRENCH AND ITALIANS SUCCEED 
IN THEIR EFFORTS TO RETAIN THESE NATIONAL CONTROLS, 
BRITAIN WILL PROBABLY DEMAND A SIMILAR PRIVILEGE FOR 
CANNED STRAWBERRIES, RASPBERRIES AND BLACK CURRENTS 
WHILE THE GERMANS WILL DEMAND EQUAL TREATMENT FOR 
CERTAIN POTATO PRODUCTS. FIRESTONE 
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